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Curriculum vitae 
1 Family name Simpson 

2 First name Matthew Robert 

3 Date of birth 20/02/72 

4 Nationality British 

5 Civil status Single 

6 Address WWT Consulting, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire, UK GL2 7BT 

7 Telephone +44(0)1453 891222 

8 E-mail matthew.simpson@wwtconsulting.co.uk 

9 Education 

 Dates (from-to) Institution Degree/diploma 

9(a) 1997-2002 Royal Holloway, University of 
London 

PhD in Geography – A proposed Functional 
Classification of European Wetlands: 
Development and Testing 

9(b) 1995-1996 Cranfield University M.Sc. Degree - Environmental Water 
Management. 

9(c) 1991-1993 Staffordshire University B.Sc. (Hons)Degree - Geology and 
Geography 

10 Language skills Grade skill 1-5 (1 = basic,  5 = excellent, * = mother tongue) 

 Language Speaking Reading Writing 

 English 5* 5* 5* 

11 Membership of professional bodies 

 Society of Wetland Scientists (Treasurer of Europe Chapter, Member of the Membership 
Committee, Vice Chair of the Ramsar Section) 
Committee Member of Constructed Wetland Association 
British Ecological Society 

12 Core skills 

 Management skills 
Extensive organisational management experience including the following: 

 Budget setting and financial control; 
 Staff and sub-contractor management; 
 Developing and implementing business development, marketing and PR strategies; 
 Securing new contracts;  
 Writing detailed proposals and fundraising;  
 High level representation and communication; and 
 Developing workplace health & safety, environmental and corporate responsibility policies 

and guidance for staff. 
 

Far-reaching programme and project management experience including: 
 Project and programme strategy development; 
 Project management and reporting; 
 Project and programme technical support providing specialist eco-hydrological, water 

resource use, wetland restoration, creation and wetland management advice; 
 Stakeholder consultation; and 
 Communication of project outputs. 

 

Technical skills 
Extensive experience in water, wetland and biodiversity assessment and management. 
Considerable expertise in the following:  

 Design of natural infrastructure within rural and urban environments to provide multiple 
benefits; 

 Development of practical integrated natural resource management tools that integrate 
ecological, hydrological and biogeochemical assessment techniques with socio-economic 
and health assessments of resource use; 

 Community and stakeholder participatory engagement techniques; 
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 Wetland habitat restoration and management for conservation and livelihood generation 
purposes; 

 Biodiversity monitoring programme design and adaptive natural resource management 
planning; 

 Design and management of wetland treatment systems for domestic and industrial effluent; 
 Design of sustainable drainage systems;  
 Design of wetland eco-tourism and visitor centre projects; 
 Stakeholder, livelihood and ecosystem service assessments to inform sustainable natural 

resource use; 
 Water budget determination in relation to ecological requirements within wetland 

ecosystems; 
 Hydrological modelling of wetland interaction with groundwater systems and river flood 

dynamics; 
 Water quality assessments; and  
 Hydrogeomorphic mapping to determine functional and ecological variation within wetland 

ecosystems. 
Highly skilled in a range of soil, ecological, hydrological and geomorphological field survey, 
laboratory and assessment techniques. 

13 Key experience 

 Matthew has over 20 years experience in delivering wetland related projects. Matthew's expertise 
includes: 
- habitat design and management 
- community and stakeholder consultation and engagement 
- design of constructed wetland treatment and sustainable drainage systems 
- design and management of wetland eco-tourism and visitor centre projects 
- design and management of natural infrastructure within urban areas 
- identification and delivery of livelihood opportunities within natural resource management projects 
 

Matthew has managed projects in Europe, Asia, South East Asia, Africa, South America and North 
America. 
 

Matthew is a manager of WWT Consulting that delivers wetland related projects around the world 
for clients ranging from private companies to governments to international agencies. All profits are 
gifted to the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust to help fund their conservation work. 
 

Matthew's areas of technical expertise are the following: community and stakeholder consultation 
and engagement; the design of wetland habitats for key species, habitats and ecosystem service 
delivery; development of practical management tools that integrate ecological, hydrological and 
biogeochemical assessment techniques with ecosystem service, socio-economic and health 
assessments of wetland resource use; design and management of wetland treatment systems for 
domestic and industrial effluent; wetland management planning for conservation and livelihood 
generation purposes; visitor planning and interpretation for integrated wetland habitat creation and 
public access projects; hydrological determination in relation to ecological requirements within 
wetland ecosystems; and hydrogeomorphic mapping to determine functional and ecological 
variation within wetland ecosystems. Matthew can also carry out soil, ecological, water quality, 
hydrological, geomorphological and socio-economic field surveys. 
 

Matthew has undertaken wetland design and management projects in river, coastal and upland 
systems in UK, Spain, Portugal, Bulgaria, China, Japan, South Korea, India, Sri Lanka, USA, 
Caribbean and Abu Dhabi; managed projects developing decision-support systems for local 
management of wetland natural resources within Vietnam, Guyana, Suriname, Venezuela, 
Colombia, Brazil and French Guiana; managed the design of wetland treatment systems for sewage 
treatment and livelihood benefits in Laos and Kenya, and on a number of projects in the UK to treat 
domestic, industrial and agricultural wastewater; and worked on visitor centre, ecotourism and 
interpretation planning projects in Algeria, China, Sri Lanka and USA. 
 

Matthew has led training courses in UK, South Korea, China, Botswana, Laos, Bulgaria, Vietnam 
and Guyana for local stakeholders, government, university staff and national park staff involved in 
the research and management of lake, riverine and wetland ecosystems and has extensive 
lecturing experience at a range of levels on Wetland Ecosystems, Hydrological Processes, and 
Functioning, Water Management and Geographical Issues. 
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Matthew routinely provides oral presentations of project and research findings at local, national and 
international workshops, conferences and seminars and has organised international workshops 
involved in wetland management. 
 

14 Professional experience record 

15(a) Location  Date Organisation 

 UK and 
International 

2002 to 
present 

WWT Consulting, Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust, Slimbridge, UK 

 Position Associate Director 

 Responsibilities Responsible for providing wetland management expert advice and project 
management of projects involving ecological monitoring and management, 
water resource management and wetland assessment, restoration, creation and 
management within Europe, Africa, South-East Asia, South America and North 
America. Responsible for business planning, financial management and 
planning and resourcing of the company. Line manages staff and is responsible 
for their personal development and training programmes.  

15(b) Location  Date Organisation 

 Vietnam 1999-2002 Royal Holloway University of London, Egham, UK 

 Position Tropical Projects Co-ordinator 

 Responsibilities Responsible for leading tropical conservation projects and their management. 
Undertook original research investigating wetland ecological interactions, 
wetland functional assessment, wetland water chemistry and wetland 
hydrogeomorphic classification. Developed environmental monitoring 
programme, database, training package for local staff within South East Asia 
and GIS based decision support systems for management. 

16 Example publications and reports 
 Publisher Date Title 

 In press (Wetlands) 2015 Wetland ecosystem service and the Ramsar Convention: 
An assessment of needs 

 In press (Springer) 2015 Ecosystem Services and Constructed Wetlands - 
Papermill Wetland Treatment System, Vientiane Capital 
City, Lao 

 In press (Geographical 
Journal) 

2015 Learning from one another: the effectiveness of horizontal 
knowledge exchange for natural resource management 
and governance 

 Project COBRA 
Consortium 

2014 How to find and share community owned solutions - A 
Handbook 

 Geographical Journal 2010 Using a systems viability approach to evaluate integrated 
conservation and development projects: Assessing the 
impact of the North Rupununi Adaptive Management 
Process, Guyana 

 Wetlands International 2010 Edited ‘Wetlands, Water and Sanitation – an integrated 
approach’ 

 Geographical Journal 2010 Evaluating integrated conservation and development 
projects as viable social-ecological systems: assessing 
the impact of the North Rupununi Adaptive Management 
Process, Guyana 

 Development in Practice 2010 Capacity building for adaptive management: a problem-
based learning approach. 

 Blackwells 2009 Wetland surface hydrology and sediment dynamics 
chapter in The Wetlands Handbook 

 Area 2008 Critical reflections on practice: the changing roles of three 
physical geographers carrying out research in a 
developing country 

 


